
How to take care of Timber Decks, Cladding, Garden Sheds, or 
Gazebo’s, Garden Furniture etc – the proper way. By Brendan C Igoe.   
 
 
New wood – Maintenance Secrets Revealed.  
 
New deck timber frequently has mill glaze, a shiny finish caused by a combination of 
timber planing, wood oils, resins etc that come about during manufacture, which in turn 
prevents the proper penetration of practically any finish whatsoever. The net effect of this 
mill glaze etc is that the wood’s pores have been slammed shut by the planer blades and 
may take several months before they become open again properly, or open enough to 
allow the wood be treated properly.  
 
Splitting and cracking etc, generally takes place during changes in weather conditions, 
from sun to rain to sun etc, which causes the damp wood to suddenly expand and then 
crack and so on. It’s a real shame to see lovely planks of expensive wood with ugly big 
splits and cracks all over it. 
 
Owatrol do a unique product specifically designed to treat & protect new wood, called 
Seasonite. Seasonite, a deep penetrating treatment, is applied as soon as possible after 
installing your deck, cladding, etc. It is wetter than water, and gets into those tightly 
closed pores where very little else bar water will get in. Some garden furniture may have 
a temporary waxy protectant applied which will prevent Seasonite from doing its job 
properly, so check with the shop. If it has that waxy coat on it. It’s best to leave it until 
next season and then clean and treat it. 
 
Seasonite allows the new wood ‘weather’ in a controlled fashion, i.e. it allows excess 
moisture escape GRADUALLY from the new wood over the course of six months or 
more, while at the same time preventing NEW moisture or water from getting into the 
wood.  
Seasonite also contains a fungicide that helps prevent the growth of algae etc. Algae etc is 
what causes decks to become slippery & in some cases, dangerous when wet.  
 
How do you want your wood to look long term? 
 
Silvery Grey Look. 
If you like that weathered, wild-west saloon, faded look, just apply one coat of Seasonite 
every year or two. That will keep the water out, algae off and yet take on that silvery grey 
appearance. It will need a good cleanup every few years though because it will become a 
deeper silver from all the exposure, dirt etc. 
 
 
Natural Looking Wood or variations of same. 



If you want to do the job properly, weather the wood first while protecting it with 
Seasonite. That will keep your wood in good nick and allow pores become receptive for 
oiling later. 
When weathering (with Seasonite preferably) has taken place, say anywhere from six to 
twelve months, prepare for oiling by cleaning with Net-Trol. Net-Trol will clean the 
wood and bring back the wood’s original colour. Seasonite will not prevent your wood 
from fading, it will help somewhat, but that is not its primary function. 
 
When you have cleaned your wood with Net-Trol and rinsed it off, allow about three 
good drying days (if you’re lucky!) and then ‘lock in’ that new wood look with a deep 
penetrating, anti-UV, oil like any of the high quality Textrol family. If you just want 
something cheap and cheerful, there are plenty of products out there to choose from. The 
old adage ‘you get what you pay for’ comes to mind here, so choose carefully. If you just 
want to colour the wood, you can achieve that affect quite easily with products a lot 
cheaper than Textrol.  
 
In my opinion, the doing of the job is the hardest thing, meaning the less often you have 
to do it - the better, and that’s where paying the bit extra on day one comes into play. 
Also, you’ve invested a lot of hard earned dosh in that wood, so ask yourself if it make 
economic sense to cut corners on maintaining it? 
 
Textrol is an anti-UV, deep-penetrating, non-peel oil, which goes into the wood rather 
than on it, leaving a nice matte finish. It is a very low maintenance, easy to apply product. 
As well as the original Textrol Clear, there are now two ready-tinted versions available 
called Textrol Golden Oak and Textrol Rustic Oak. Only the first treatment needs two 
coats, one right after the other before the first coat becomes touch dry. 
 
Which shade? Keep it simple - three choices. 
Textrol Clear appearance would be best described as looking like clean, new, wood just 
after a shower of rain. i.e. no different from water on the wood. Emphasises the grain and 
looks very nice. 
 
Textrol Golden Oak will look like a little bit darker than the clear. So if you want to 
tone your wood colour down a little bit, I would run with the Golden Oak. That shade is 
especially beautiful on cedar wood decking or cladding. (See note below on how long it 
lasts etc) 
 
Textrol Rustic Oak is a bit darker again than the Golden Oak and tends to look very 
well on darker woods. It all depends on which wood you have and what your preference 
is. Rustic Oak looks very well also on that pressure treated, ribbed decking you see quite 
a lot of. You will recognise pressure treated wood by its greenish look. The Rustic Oak 
tends to camouflage the greenish hue quite well and tends to make the wood look more 
expensive. 
 
Other important points to consider. 



Textrol also contains a fungicide which keeps algae etc at bay, and most importantly, in 
the case of a deck, helps keep it from becoming slippery when wet. Textrol, because it 
goes into the wood rather than on top of it, will not peel or lift and can be recoated 
without sanding which is a huge advantage. Textrol (clear) by the way, can last, when 
properly applied, from1.1/2 to 3 years depending on its position or aspect relative to the 
sun. Golden and Rustic Oak shades will last longer than the Clear because they have 
more pigment in them and they resist the UV rays better. The less exposed to direct 
sunlight the longer it lasts and visa versa.  
 
Textrol is a breathable finish that protects the timber from excess moisture ingress and 
ideally should be recoated with just one coat without sanding every twelve to eighteen 
months, depending on sun exposure. Textrol is very easy to apply, if you have a pump 
sprayer, use that, or you could use a clean sweeping brush, paintbrush or roller. When 
your wood starts to get grey, it’s telling you it needs some more oiling with Textrol. A 
very important point to remember about wooden decks is that, wood by itself is not a 
slippery surface, it is the algae that can grow on an untreated deck that makes it slippery 
& possibly dangerous when wet.  
 
 
 
3 Hot Tips For Your Deck 
• On a new deck, it is advisable to put planter boxes, etc into waterproof trays and if 

possible, raised off the surface of the deck. Move them around from time to time. 
This will prevent “rings” from forming and allow the deck to breathe uniformly. 

 
• Bar B Que’s should have some form of protection on the deck floor to prevent serious 

burn marks or bad stains. Try a small sheet of aluminium or stainless steel, about one 
meter square, (available from a DIY store, Builders merchant or local sign company) 
which can be removed after cooking. This can possibly be stored away underneath the 
deck.  

 
 
• When oiling a deck with TEXTROL, work from the furthest point backwards to avoid 

having to walk over an area you’ve just done. Ideally, Textrol the wood by treating 
about 6 planks at a time from one end to the other. This means, by the time you are 
done with covering the 6 planks, the Textrol should have soaked in enough on the 
sections done earlier to go back and give them another coat. 
Caution: Avoid ‘ponding’ on wood surface, if excess Textrol does not soak in, wipe 
off with a cloth, otherwise it will form a skin. 

 
Where to get those products. 
Seasonite, Net-Trol & Textrol are distributed by Igoe International Ltd through selected 
paint outlets, builders providers and some garden centres, all around Ireland, so for 
details of your nearest stockist please call on (01) 830 22 50 or 830 2226, or send an E-
Mail to info@igoe.ie  or see the Stockists section on the Igoe website  
 

mailto:info@igoe.ie

